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Introduction:

Methods:

Implications:
Facebook has recently become a major platform where 
communication using English between native and non-native 
speakers of English usually takes place. This communication is 
interesting and it is important to be studied for several reasons. 
First, the popularity of social networking websites especially 
Facebook and their use by ESL learners among themselves and 
with native speakers of English makes it important to investigate 
the potential pedagogical implication of such kinds of interaction.  
Second, the analysis of this type of conversation mediated in 
technology in this context is essential to understand the power 
relations and the nature of the discursive practices used by ESL 
(English as a Second Language) learners when they interact with 
native speakers. The study will address the following questions: 
(1) What is the type of discourse involved between specialist native 
speakers of English (NS) and non-native speakers (NNS) in an 
online environment? (2) How does the online environment of this 
discourse affect the interaction of NNS and how power relations 
play a part in mediating this discourse and negotiating meaning? 
(3) What, if any, pedagogical implications does this kind of 
discourse have for ESL classrooms.

The analysis will follow Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis 
(CDA), specifically Fairclough’s approach of description, 
interpretation and explanation. This will be a qualitative design and 
is very applicable to the context of the data selected as, according to 
Fairclough, there are three ways in which language operates as 
discourse, namely (1) as text; (2) as the social processes of 
producing and interpreting a text, or the interaction; and (3) as the 
social conditions for the production and interpretation of the text, or 
the social context. These levels related to discourse are very much 
supported by the model of analysis used regarding the description 
of the text, interpretation and explanation (Fairclough 2001). A 
qualitative research methodology will be followed in analyzing the 
data for this study. The data set are transcripts of an online 
communication on Facebook between potential Iraqi graduate 
students and American educational specialists. The data is available 
on the Facebook page called StudyUSAIraq page found at 
https://www.facebook.com/StudyUSAIraq. The transcripts are taken 
from one of StudyUSAIraq Facebook post on a subject related to 
MOOCS. The language used in this transcript is considered hybrid 
because it includes native and non native speakers of English. 
According to Kettle (2005), this text is called hybrid because it 
comprises a blending of both standard and non standard forms of 
English.

The use of social networking such as Facebook by ESL might be 
significant as a pedagogical tool. This study will be dedicated to 
the effort of designing and integrating technology and social 
networking (i.e. Facebook) in ESL classrooms. One of the major 
concerns of such classrooms is the interaction and the 
collaborative nature of learning which are desperately sought by 
ESL teachers to be manifested in their classrooms.  These 
components of interaction and collaboration constitute the 
essence of Facebook. As Richards and Schmidt (2010) put it, 
interaction is the way in which language is used. Such platforms 
are important to be adopted by ESL classes as online 
communications eliminates much of the anxiety, fear and lack of 
confidence that ESL learners usually experience when trying to 
interact in a face to face traditional classroom using the target 
language. Online forums provide a chance for students to share 
their thoughts in a social context and comment on others to gain 
knowledge and negotiate meaning (Najafi & Hashemi, 2011). In 
other words, the power relations among learners and teachers are 
mediated by the technological tool and for the benefit of both 
teachers and learners in this respect.

Background:
Computer Mediated Commutation (CMC) has recently become very 
popular in higher education. Universities use CMC to launch web 
conferences and almost all higher education institutions have their 
own Facebook pages as a platform for students, professors and 
administrators to communicate among each other and with the 
community at large. Many research articles were published tackling 
the recent emergence of social networking in all aspects of life but, 
according to the best of my knowledge, little has been conducted on 
the potential application of the computer mediated communication in 
education.
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